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many different health problems. However, we recently had a serious problem when our

son Ben became very ill one Friday evening on August 5% 2005. The symptoms were
intense every-hour diarrhea, vomiting even water, fever; stomach/body aching, weakness
and dizziness. 1 thought we could make it to his regular Doctor on Monday moming, but
I started to see that something was inside of him and it was trying to kill hira. He actually
asked me to save him on Sunday night.

I put him in the car and headed to the closes emergency hospital UCLA Medical Center
in Santa Monica, by. then he was barely talking and he could not walk. The emergency
doctor said he had a virus and it would go away. I explained the symptoms and I told
them that he was extremely deéhydrated. We have great insurance and I wanted hum
admitted. The doctor did not feel that that was neccssary. They administered 400cc of
liquid through an IV into his am. They also said that there is no medication for
children’s didrrhea and it was better to let it all come out. 1 asked the doctor several
times if they would take a stool sample to test the virus and find out what it was. They
ignored my repeated requests even thought we were there for four hours and he had
diarthea twice while we were there. They said, “It's a virus we don’t need a stool
sample™.

The next day we when to his pediatrician in Pacific Palisades and to our surprise she said
he looked OK and agreed with the UCLA doctor. No stool sample was necessary. Later
that day, I decided that I wanted one anyway, 50 I drove back and got the special
containers to collect the samples and then I took them back. They said we would know
the results by the following week. By Wednesday the 10th my wife had it too and we
were worried that Nathan could also get it. Whatever “it” was.

They were not getting any better so we called Dr. Farahmand and went to see him on
Friday August 12%. He checked Ben and Heather and prepared the medication. By
Saturday night Ben and my wife were feeling much better, but still had diarrhea. On
Sunday my wife was pretty good and we were not worried about Ben any more.

Tuesday morning August 16" we got a call from Liz at the Los Angeles County Health
Department with a hundred questions for us. She reported to us that the lab results
showed that our son Ben had a bad strain of Salmonella poisoning. This can often be
fatal for children his age if not treated or diagnosed properly. We think it was & sunny-
side up egg he ate that was not cooked well enough that Friday moming by our
housekeeper.
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